
April 17, 2017 
Special Meeting—6pm 
 
Opening of Assessor Bids 
 
Guest: Keith Smith 
Board members present: Sarah Parsons, Steve Campbell, Chad Booher, Martha Hartman, Denise Custer. 
Supervisor Chad Booher called meeting to order at 6pm. 
Pledge to flag was said.. 
 
Assessor Bids: 
 Jessica Nuytten-Honor Michigan 
 Vicki Cushman-Evart Michigan 
 Shila Kiander-Evart Michigan 
 Kimber Westmaas-Marion Michigan 
 Jason Patterson-Tustin Michigan 
Bids were read by each board member. It was decided that Denise Custer would make copies of each and 
distribute to the board members.  
Discussion of when to interview each candidate, how long of an interview and questions that each Board 
member would like to see asked. Denise will type questions and if anyone thinks of any please contact her. 
Decision was made to interview April 20, 2017 one candidate at 5pm, all others would be in time slots of one 
hour each on April 21, 2017 from 5pm until complete. 
Interviews would take place at Township Hall.  
Chad will contact each candidate and he will contact references.  
Motion was made by Steve to adjourn meeting at 7:20pm- 2nd by Sarah. Motion passed. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Denise Custer, Evart Township Clerk 
 
 
April 20, 2017 
Special Meeting—5pm 
 
Assessor interviews 
 
Guest: Keith Smith 
Chad Booher is Chairperson. 
Board members present: Chad Booher, Sarah Parsons, Steve Campbell, Martha Hartman, Denise Custer. 
Supervisor Chad Booher called meeting to order at 5:00pm 
Pledge to flag was said. 
 
Chad handed out schedule for interviews: 
 Thursday April 20, 2017 
  5:00 pm--Shila Kiander 
  
Friday April 21, 2017 
  5:00pm—Vicki Cushman 
  6:00pm—Jessica Nuytten 
  7:00pm –Jason Patterson 
  8:00pm—Kimber Westmaas 



 
Interview of Shila Kiander 
 
Decision made to ask the next candidate to wait outside if the interviews overlapped. 
Motion was made by Steve to adjourn meeting at 5:30pm- 2nd by Sarah. Motion passed. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Denise Custer, Evart Township Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
April 21, 2017 
Special Meeting 5:00pm 
 
Assessor Interviews 
 
Guest: Rosie McKinstry, Dale Bailey 
Board members present: Chad Booher, Sarah Parsons, Steve Campbell, Martha Hartman, Denise Custer 
 
Pledge to flag was said. 
 Jessica Nuytten sent email to Chad declining the interview. She stated that she had since found employment 
closer to her home. Chad asked Kimber Westmaas to move to  6pm. 
 
5:00-Vicki Cushman 
6:00-Kimber Westmaas 
7:00-Jason Patterson 
 
In between interviews, the Board had a discussion about kitchen cupboards. Quilt Club uses the 4 cupboards 
above the counter on the south side of kitchen. It is their locks on the cupboard. It was brought to the board 
members attention that 2 new locks had been placed the upper and lower sets of cupboards on the West wall. 
No Board member had given permission for the locks to be installed. Question is what is in cupboards and who 
owns the things in cupboards.  
 
Discussion of when to make our decision of the candidate we each approve of. We will all meet on Thursday 
April 27, 2017 at 5:15pm at the Township Hall. 
Motion made by Sarah to adjourn at 7:20pm 2nd by Chad. Motion passed. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Denise Custer, Evart Township Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



April 27, 2017 
Special Meeting 5:15pm 
 
 
Guest: Rosie McKinstry, Dale Bailey 
 
Board members present: Sarah Parsons, Steve Campbell, Chad Booher, Denise Custer, Martha Hartman 
Supervisor Chad Booher called meeting to order at 5:15 pm. 
 
Steve stated that he thought that is was a good application process. Stated that we had two level 2 
interviewers and two level 3 interviewers.  He talked about his decision and then stated that he would go with 
the one with the 20+ years’ experience. 
 
Chad stated that he called another township and they pay a flat assessor fee, not by the parcel. We have set a 
budget and we need to stay within the budget. 
  
Martha stated that she felt Kimber Westmaas was a candidate she thought would do a good job. Martha 
brought up that she had seen on the MTA site that there was a discussion about paying assessors and that 
township also stated that they paid a flat fee for their assessor. Martha figured it out and was still 9.67 per 
parcel that the assessor was being paid. 
 
Sarah asked why we deleted the word “investigated” from the question and used the word “audit”. Audit is 
not the same as investigate.  Discussion was that other Board members felt it was a harsh word to use so it 
was decided to change it to “audit”. Sarah stated that Vicki is under a state investigation. She couldn’t find 
paperwork on it, but Rosie McKinstry produced a copy of the investigation for us to read. It was placed with 
Vicki’s file and the Board made the decision to remove Vicki from consideration. The copy of the investigation 
is public knowledge.  
 
Denise stated that she also thought that Kimber Westmaas was a good candidate. Denise stated that even 
though she didn’t have the number of years we asked for a lot of experience comes from the working with an 
experienced Assessor. Kimber had stated that her father, who is an Assessor in Missaukee County, would be 
helping her when she needed it.   
 
Discussion was held about the experience a person really gets from working with someone in the same field. 
Martha asked how a person was supposed to get experience when everyone asks for 2-3 years’ experience in 
their ads.  
 
Sarah asked the question: What does she know about agriculture? Sarah brought up that the BOR has a  
question put to them about Agriculture and the decision was not by the State Tax Commission rules. The BOR 
did ask Vicki what she would do. Vicki told them but the BOR still ruled in favor of the Property owner. Sarah 
wanted to know would Kimber be able to handle this. Steve said that she worked with her father in Missaukee 
County and which does have a lot of farmland. 
  
Chad gave each Board member a contract that he downloaded from MTA (a generic one). He also handed out 
an agreement that he would like to have between the Board and the Assessor. It is an “At-Will-Agreement”. 
This agreement states that the contract between two parties may be terminated at any time without cause. 
The Board members agreed that it was a good plan. 
 



Rosie McKinstry asked the question: “Did any of the Board ask is your contract negotiable?”  That question 
was not asked. 
 
Next each Board member was asked to state who they would like a contract offered to: 
 Steve-Kimber 
 Sarah-Shila 

Chad-Shila 
 Martha-Kimber 
 Denise-Kimber 
 
Motion was made to approve the hiring of Kimber Westmaas as the Evart Township Assessor from May 1, 
2017-April 1, 2018 by Martha Hartman. 2nd by Steve Campbell. 
 
Roll Call was taken: 
Steve-Yes                                                Sarah-abstain                                            Chad-No 
Martha-Yes                                               Denise-Yes  
 
Motion carried. 
 
Chad is willing to write and agreement between us and Kimber Westmaas. 
 
Chad will contact all other candidates by a letter on behalf of the Board. 
 
Chad asked for any items the Board would like to see in the agreement. 
 Would like her to report to the Board every two months. 
 
Motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 6:40pm by Steve 2nd by Martha. Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Denise Custer, Evart Township Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 


